
NEWS 
BULLETIN 
VOL. 9, o. 3 PUBLISHED BY 

The Sanatorium 
Board of Manitoba 

ATORIUM BOARD OF MANITOBA, WINNIPEG MARCH, 1968 

Spreading The Fac:ts About Hearing Ai.ds 
Within the next month or so a 

six-page pamphlet about hearing tests 
and hearing aid e aluation will be 
distributed to the office of ear pe­
cialists and to ome health agencies 
throughout the province. Thi pam­
phlet - compiled and publi hed by 
the Sanatorium Board of Manitoba 
- i de igned to answer man of the 
questions commonly asked by people 
who have major hearing difficultie . 
How do I get a hearing test? What 
is involved in a hearing aid evalua-
1ion? What does a hearing aid do? 
- are se eral of the problem dealt 
with in as imple term as po ible. 

There are, how ver, a lot of prob­
lems connected with hearing aid 
that pace wouldn't permit u to di • 
cu s at length. One of them concern 
the fact that among the thou and of 
people who have major hearing han­
di ap , only 10 percent actually us 
a hearing aid. 

Wh have people not obtained thi 

"You don't n ed to hout. I can 
hear you! ... '' 

Speech Reading 
The fact that a hearing aid prove 

to be of little or no u e doe not 
mean a closed door to further a i • 
tance. Speech reading (lip reading), 
a Mr. Per on point out, admittedly 
require a lot of patient, hard work, • 
but in the end it mean a richer life 
in which the individual can commun• 
icate quite effectivel with hi fel­
low. 

In man in tance , he continue , 
the hard of hearing begin to learn 
the art of peech reading without be­
ing aware of it. Because their inabil­
ity to hear all ound may occu o 
gradually over the ear , they ver 
often do not realize the full magni­
tude of their lo ; et uncon ciou 1 
they begin to cornpen ate for it by 
watching for the cue expre ion on 
the faces of those they talk with. 

Tr i. not 11nrommon thPrPfnrP th"t 



as most of us know, i that some in­
dividuals purchase hearing aid with­
out proper medical and profe ional 
direction; then learn too late that 
they cannot benefit from them, or 
at least from the particular model 
they have been sold. 

Another rea on, according to J. 
Brayton Person, head of the Depart· 
ment of Communication Disorders at 
the Manitoba Rehabilitation Hospital. 
is that a good number of the hard of 
'1earing are very reluctant to reveal 
their hearing los and often go to ex­
tremes in attempting to conceal it. 

To make matters worse, a number 
of manufacturers and salesmen have 
fostered and encouraged Lhi attitude 
by stressing concealment (in eye glass 
frames, in the hair, behind the ears) 
as the most important feature of the 
modern hearing aid. " othing shows" 
in many instances gets far greater 
promotion than quality or perfor­
mance of the instrument. 

"It i most unfortunate," Mr. Per-
on. a_dded, "that the mi leading ad­

vert1s111g of a few inferior hearing 
aid dealers casts a hadow over the 
entire industry, and on the reputable 
people who handle good instruments 
and do not misrepresent the purpose 
of their products." 

ot a Miracle Instrument 

Some people have the mistaken 
f lea that a hearing aid will "cure" 
a hearing lo . "There is no magic 
in the little instrument," Mr. Person 
tresses. "Essentially the hearing aid 

does only one thing: it makes sound 
louder. And like normal hearing 
ears, it picks up impartially all the 
sounds that it hears - that is, clear 
speech, slurred speech, background 

noise, music, and in general, all the 
humming, buzzing confusion of the 
world around us." 

Thus, just as one does with the nor­
mal ear, the individual who uses a 
hearing aid must learn to select from 
this sea of noise onl those sounds 
or voices he wishes to attend to. To 
be able to do so will take at least a 
month of patient practice in the ma­
jority of ca es; and for others, who 
have a hearing lo of long standing, 
it will likely take much longer. 

Some Won't Benefit 
Just a it is true that not all visual 

impairments can be "corrected" by 
wearing eye glasses, it i also adly 
true that some people with a severe 
hearing impairment will never bene· 
fit from any kind of hearing aid. 

For the greater percentage of peo­
ple who experience a natural los of 
hearing in later life, a hearing aid 
will be of little or no use, says Mr. 
Person. The hearing defect that come 
with advancing age are probably the 
most common type of hearing loss in 
our society and one that is certain to 
become more prevalent as our popu­
lation continues to "age." In such in­
stances, elderly person may very 
easily hear low pitched sounds around 
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them and some component of the hu­
man voice; but the higher pitched 
sounds, as for example ome of the 
consonants in speech, cannot be 
heard. 

"I hear, but I do not understand" 
is a confession that the elderly will 
make to a physician or audiologist; 
but more often than not they will 
admit nothing to their families for 
fear they will be thought "stupid or 
.enile." So they may go from day to 
da , half understanding or not un­
derstanding at all, while their famil­
ies, in increasing frustration, raise 
their voices higher and higher. 
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the first to recognize 
problem. 

the hear,by 
·st 

ommou Problem \ 
Loss of hearing i one of the mo t 

common chronic impairment in o­
ciety today. It is estimated that ther . 
are about 50,000 people in our prov­
ince who have hearing impairment 
of varying degree of severity. For 
roughly one half of them, the prob­
lem is serii.:i enough to warrant the 
attention o~ ihe ear pecialist. mal­
ler percentage: will require the assi -
tance of the clinical audiologist. 

Disturbance in hearing al o have 
a far greater impact on day-to-day 
life than almo t any other handicap, 
for they intimately touch and concern 
the vital link of communication be­
tween man and man. As Helen Keller 
once explained: "I am just a deaf 
as I am blind ... Deafnes i a much 
wor e mi fortune for it means the 
loss of the most vital stimulus - the 
ound of the oice that brings lang­

uage, sets thoughts astir and keep us 
in the intellectual company of men." 
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