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On Thursday the 9th of 
November 2023, the City of 
Winnipeg announced that 
Brookside Cemetery has 
been named a National 
Historic Site1 because it 
“reflects the history of the 
people of Winnipeg. … It 
is the final resting place of 

decorated war heroes, politicians, athletes, and people from all walks of life,” and it 
is “a perpetual record of yesteryear and a sanctuary of peace and quiet.”2

The City’s announcement offers an opportunity for all of us to reflect on the 
fact that some of those “people from all walks of life” almost certainly include 
Indigenous people who passed away far from their homes and families after 
being sent to Winnipeg for medical treatment. Others may have been in Winnipeg 
for rehabilitation or training. Some may have stayed on in Winnipeg after being 
released from a medical facility or completing their education. 

Families and communities looking for missing loved ones may want to consult the 
City of Winnipeg’s cemetery databaseWinnipeg’s cemetery database or contact the Citycontact the City to ask for help if they think 
that a loved one may be buried at Brookside or in the St. Vital Cemetery.

1	 “Brookside Cemetery designated a National Historic Site” City of Winnipeg, last modified November 10, 2023, https://www.https://www.
winnipeg.ca/people-culture/our-city-our-stories/brookside-cemetery-designated-national-historic-sitewinnipeg.ca/people-culture/our-city-our-stories/brookside-cemetery-designated-national-historic-site. 

2	 Darren Bernhart, “Brookside Cemetery, resting place of ‘who’s who of Winnipeg society,’ now a national historic site,” CBC 
News, November 9, 2023, https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/brookside-cemetery-national-historic-site-1.7023736https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/brookside-cemetery-national-historic-site-1.7023736. 
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Brookside Cemetery Entrance. Photo by Dave Shaver. Image has been cropped.
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